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3. When you’re not in school, who do you like to spend time with?
Check your response.

My friends My family My pet I like spending 
time by myself
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4. What makes you excited about going to school?

Dear Indiana 
Students, Discover You!

In This Magazine:

Welcome to Learn More!
Are you ready to think about your future? It 
might seem like a long way off, but you can 
begin planning now for the future you want. 
In Learn More, you will learn about careers 
in Indiana, what college will be like and how 
you can start thinking about the costs of  
college. You will also read about students 
from all over Indiana who are exploring  
their college and career goals, too.

We want you to dream big. Think about 
what you want to do and set goals to help 
you get there. Don’t forget to try your  
hardest every day and to ask for help when 
you need it, too. Doing these things will  
help you get ready for high school, college 
and your future career.

After you finish this magazine, talk to your 
family and teachers about your goals and 
check in often so they can help you succeed. 

Have a great school year!

Virtual Scavenger Hunt
It’s time to learn even more about 
your college and career options! 
Look through this magazine and 
visit LearnMoreIndiana.org to look 
for this icon. Write down the word 
in each icon on the website to spell 
out a secret message.

What message did you discover?

You’ve probably been asked what you want to be when you grow up. Whether or not you 
know the answer, this magazine will help you plan for the future you want. Thinking about 
what you like to do and what you’re good at can help you choose a job that you’ll enjoy.

Before you read this magazine, take time to  think about and answer these questions.
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2. Who are some of your heroes? Why do they influence you?

1. What are your goals for the next year? How about 10 years?

Jayceon, 
5th Grade

Discover your interests - take the  
Learn More Indiana personality quiz! 

SCAN ME!Check out the Vision Board activity 
on page 12 to learn how to bring 
your dreams and goals to life!

https://learnmoreindiana.org/
https://learnmoreindiana.org/career/discover-your-interests/#personality-quiz


Explore colleges in Indiana! 
Use the Learn More Indiana school finder tool!

SCAN ME!

You can 
 learn more  
about  
college by 
watching  
this video with 
college students.

SCAN ME!
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What is college?
Did you know that the word “college” means a lot of different things? 
College is any education and training you get after high school.

Students go to a college or university and learn for 1, 2, 4 or more years!  
There are other kinds of college, too. Some students enroll in an apprenticeship 
or join the military, where they learn most of what they need to know on the 
job or by serving our county. No matter what option you choose, college is all 
about learning that prepares you for your future career.

College pledge 
I, 

will continue my education after high school when I graduate in the year 

I want to continue my education because 

After college, I want to be a 

I will succeed!

Study Skills 
For The 
Future
The skills you form now will help you in the 
future. Understanding how you like to learn can 
help you excel in school—and have fun doing it! 
Try out these common study skills. If one or two 
don’t work, that’s ok! Keep trying until you find 
the skills that work for you.

1. Create flashcards:
Write a question on one side and an answer  
on the other. Mix them up and quiz yourself! 

2. Reread your textbook:
Reread important parts of your textbook. Practice 
active reading and read out loud or summarize  
what you read to help you remember it.

3. Create a mnemonic device:
A mnemonic (pronounced nuh-maa-nik) 
device is a way to help you remember 
things by making a pattern or rhyme. 
To remember the Great Lakes, just think 
HOMES (Huron, Ontario, Michigan, Erie 
and Superior).

4. Watch a video:
There are a lot of videos on websites 
like YouTube to help you learn about 
something.

5. Create a practice test:
Become the teacher and make a practice 
test. By reading the material to create a 
test, you’re studying.

6. Create a visual:
Make a picture to remember something. 
For example, make a timeline if you need 
to study a series of events.

Test your College Knowledge!
There are a lot of reasons to go to college! College grads 
have more job opportunities, which means they have 
more options to find a career that is just the right fit.

 T      F
College grads earn $500,000 more in their lifetime 
than someone with a high school diploma.

There are a lot of options for college in Indiana! There 
are more than 50 colleges and universities in Indiana.

When I go to college, I have to live on campus.

College is a term that applies to a lot of different 
kinds of education and training after high school.

When college students graduate, they wear a special 
cap called a floppysquare.

I can take college courses in high school.

Read these 
statements 
and decide 
if they are 

true or 
false. 

Then, turn to 
page 9 to find 

out how you did!Bianca, 5th Grade
Bianca thinks college is going to be fun. She’s excited 
to learn more about what she needs to do in order to 
become a veterinarian. She knows being a good stu-
dent means listening to her teachers, and she’ll need 
that skill in college, too.

Your Signature Here

College College

https://learnmoreindiana.org/videos/
https://learnmoreindiana.org/college/choosing-a-college/school-finder-tool/


Sometimes, it might be hard to understand 
how someone is different from you. Maybe  
you celebrate different holidays or eat  
different food. When someone is different,  
it is important to be respectful. It is okay  
to ask questions, but remember to think  
about how you would feel if someone  
asked you that question. 

Surrounding yourself with people who are 
different from you is important because  
you can learn new things from them. For 
example, you might learn how to say  
words in a different language or you might 
learn about different family traditions. 
Everywhere you go, you will see and meet 
people who are different from you.  

That’s awesome, because we need people 
who are good at different things to do  
different jobs and use their skills to  
improve the world. This is why being  
different makes our world a better place.

Celebrating Our Differences
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What Makes 
Us Different, 
Makes Us 
Awesome 
Even though there are billions  
of people in the world, no two  
people are the same. Even  
people who might look the  
same on the outside are  
different inside. Our differences  
make us special and interesting. 
Imagine if everyone were exactly the  
same – life would be pretty boring!

When people are different, it’s called 
diversity. Some examples of diversi-
ty are easy to see, like different hair,  
eye and skin colors. There are other  
types of diversity, too. People  
speak different languages,  
come from different  
cultures and have  
different religions.   

What 
Makes You
Awesome? 
The ways that you are different from  
others make you who you are. This is  
your identity. Because everyone is  
different, everyone has their own identity. 

Can you think of three things that make 
you the person you are? They could be 
things like your talents, strengths, interests, 
hobbies and things you believe in. 

Write them below!

Now, imagine you’re a superhero. How will 
you use the three things listed above to 
save the world? What is your superpower?

What is your superhero name? 

Types of College
There are more than 50 colleges in Indiana. When you decide what 
you want to be when you grow up, there will be a lot of options to 
help you get there! Check out some of your options below.

Workforce Certificate: 
A shorter program (usually one to 
two years) that teaches you skills 
for a specific job.

Associate Degree: 
Going to school, mostly in a 
classroom, for two years. 

Bachelor’s Degree: 
Going to school, mostly in a 
classroom, for four years. This is 
what most people think of when 
they hear the word “college.”

Graduate Degree: 
This is an advanced program that 
involves going to school for another 
one to two years after you finish your 
bachelor’s degree.

Apprenticeship: 
A program where you learn on the job 
and in a classroom. Apprenticeships 
usually take three to five years.

Military: 
Also called the Armed Forces, the 
military includes the Air Force, Army, 
Coast Guard, Marines, Navy and more.

College College

Farrah, 
4th Grade
Farrah loves  
animals and wants  
to be a veterinarian  
when she grows up.  
She’s working hard in 
school now so she’s 
ready for college.  
Her advice for other 
students? “Stay strong. 
Be yourself. Be good to 
yourself.” There’s no one 
quite like you, and that 
makes our world diverse!

What have you learned from  
someone who is different than you? 
Write your answer below!

1.

2.

3.

Hello, my name is



SCAN ME!
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Cost
College Costs Money
The money you pay for college classes is called tuition. Tuition is what 
colleges charge students to go to the classes or training they need to 
earn a degree or certificate. There are other things you will need to 
pay for in college, like books, food and somewhere to live, too.

…But it’s worth it!
College costs money, but it’s worth it. In college, 
you’ll learn what you need to know for your future 
job by earning a degree or certificate. Your degree 
or certificate will show employers, the people who 
you will work for, that you are ready for your career. 

This is money you earn for college you don’t have to pay back. You can earn 
one for getting good grades, or for activities you do like sports, music or art.

S  h  r  c  i  o  s  l  h  A  p

This is money for college you have to pay 
back. The bank will charge you for the 
money you borrow, plus extra money, called 
interest, for letting you borrow their money.

O  a  l  n

This is also free money for college! These 
come from the government or your future 
college. They are given to students who 
need help paying their tuition.

N  r  a  g  t

Here are some questions 
to ask them:

What is high school like? 

When you were my age, what did  
you want to be when you grew up? 

Did you go to college? 
If so, what is it like? 

What kinds of jobs do you think 
I would like or be good at?

Here are some questions 
they might ask you:

What is your favorite subject? 

What do you want to do 
when you grow up? 

What do you think college will be like? 

What are two goals you 
have for this year?

Samyus, 
4th Grade
Samyus wants to be 
a firefighter when he 
grows up. Firefighters 
do a lot of their training 
on the job. To safely 
fight fires, they spend 
months learning how to 
enter burning buildings 
and use all the tools on 
a firetruck. They also 
learn medical skills so 
they can help people.

FREE Money For College!
Did you know you can earn a scholarship from the State of Indiana to go to college 
for free? The scholarship is called the 21st Century Scholars program. You can apply 
for the scholarship in middle school. Until then, talk to your family about your future.

ANSWER KEY FROM PAGE 5:
False. On average, college 
grads earn $1,000,000 
more in their lifetime!

True. 

False. Some students live on  
campus in a residence hall,  
some live in apartments off  
campus and some live at home.

True. 

False. When college students 
graduate, they wear a cap  
called a mortarboard.

True.

1.

2.
3.

4.
5.

6.

Start saving today!
Do you get money for your birthday  
or for doing chores around the house? 
Try saving some of it for college! You 
can use a piggy bank or ask an adult to  
help you set up a savings account. As 
you grow, the money you save will grow,  
too! Your future self will be happy that 
you saved to help pay for college.

Cost Cost

Ways to pay
You don’t have to pay for college by yourself! You can get help to pay for 
college through financial aid, or money you get for college. There are three 
kinds of financial aid. Unscramble the letters below to learn about them.

Check out Indiana’s 21st  
Century Scholars program  
and earn a scholarship to college!

Gaelle, 
3rd Grade

https://learnmoreindiana.org/scholars/
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Doing 
Things on 
Your Own

When you were little, your caregiver had to do 
so much for you. Now you can do so much by 
yourself. It's up to you to decide what is important 
to you and to always do your best. Doing things 
by yourself can feel scary sometimes, and it takes 
practice. Here are three ideas for you to try out to 
help you practice being more independent:

Taking Initiative
As you get older, your teachers will expect 
more from you. You may also have more 
to keep you busy outside of school like 
chores, sports and friends. Learning to 
balance all your responsibilities takes  
hard work and a skill called initiative.

Initiative means taking action to do the 
right thing without having to be asked 
to do it. For example, you may show 
initiative when you start studying for a 
test the week before it happens, instead 
of waiting until the night before.

Like any skill, taking initiative requires patience and practice. 

To Do... Done
You have more to do at school, at home and in your community, and 
you'll need to learn ways to manage your time. A to-do list will help you 
keep track of what you have to do so you can get everything done and 
still have room for fun. Here are tips for making a great to-do list:

Take Time 
to Relax
With more homework and more on your schedule, 
it can be easy to feel stress. Deep breaths can  
help you feel calm. Try this breathing exercise  
next time you're feeling upset or stressed:

You can do this as many times as you need 
to feel calm and relaxed. And remember, it’s 
always okay to ask for help. If you’re feeling 
stressed, anxious, or you’re struggling in a 
class, you’re not alone! Find someone to talk 
to, like a parent, guardian, teacher  
or school counselor.

Student Success Strategy: 
Write down three ways you’re planning to take 
initiative this year. Revisit this list throughout 
the year to see how you’re improving!

Ben, 4th Grade
Ben loves drawing. Someday, he may even earn a 
scholarship for his art! Ben thinks saving money for 
the future is important so you have money when you 
need it. Saving money now means you’ll have money 
to help pay for college later.

Ask questions when grown-ups give you feedback 
so you understand how to improve for next time.

Make a list of the things you love and that are 
important, and make time to do these things.

1.

2.

3. Breathe in and count to 1
Breathe out and count to 2

Breathe in and count to 3
Breathe out and count to 4

Breathe in and count to 5
Breathe out and count to 6

1.

2.

3.

Plan your schedule for the week using your 
to-do list (see the next page for tips!).

Check it off! Check off  
each item as you finish it, 
and reward yourself for 
getting it all done. Watch 
your favorite movie, ask for 
a treat or go for a bike ride – 
whatever makes you happy! 

Ask yourself "How 
much time will this 
take?" Estimating the 
time it will take you to 
walk the dog or finish 
your math homework 
will help you decide 
when to do things.

Break down big tasks into 
smaller ones, and put those 
smaller tasks on your to-do 
list. For example, do you  
need to finish a book and 
write the book report this 
week? Try reading 10 minutes 
each day instead of finishing 
it the night before it is due.

Cost Cost



Learn about all of the 
different types of 
scholarships for  
college in Indiana here.

SCAN ME!

Career Career
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Career
A career is the job you will do after you finish high school and 
college. Having a career is important because it is a way to support 
yourself and your family when you grow up. It also gives you the 
freedom to do and buy things you might want. If you start planning 
for your career now, you’ll set yourself up for success in the future! 

Superpower  
Spotlight:  
Empathy
Have you ever been asked to put yourself 
in someone else’s shoes? If so, you’ve been 
asked to practice empathy. 

Empathy helps us understand how others 
feel or experience a situation. To practice 
empathy, we must first respect what  
makes people different. Empathy means  
recognizing that not everyone reacts to  
situations like we do, and that’s okay.  
Instead, we should consider their point 
of view. Have you ever gotten excited  
for a friend when they made a sports  
team, or included someone in a game  
who was being left out? You were  
practicing empathy.

Empathy helps us get along with and  
show respect for others. By recognizing  
and celebrating what makes someone  
different, we better understand their  
perspectives and feelings. 

Imagine your future

What are your dreams for  
the future? Thinking about your goals 
now can help you create a plan to achieve 
them. A vision board is a great way to picture 
your future success. Use this section, or 
another piece of paper, to draw the things 
you see yourself doing and learning after high 
school. Or, cut pictures and phrases out of a 
magazine and paste them below.

Joey, 4th Grade
Joey wants to be an engineer when he grows up. He’s 
preparing to be an engineer now by working hard in math 
and science class and learning about building things with 
Legos. Do you have a future career in mind? If so, work 
hard in classes that relate to your career interests. 

What subjects in school would be helpful?
College might be a long way off, but you can start getting ready 
for your future now! Think about what subjects might be helpful 
for your future and try to learn as much as you can. 

Create a plan
Use the lines below to write down two careers you’re 
interested in. Not sure? That’s ok! Just think about 
two careers you think might be cool or fun.

Now, think about what subjects in school would 
be helpful and write them next to each career.

What do you want to be when you grow up? 

One of the best ways to start thinking about your future is to consider 
what you like to do and what you are good at. Your interests and skills 
can help you decide your future career. There are so many to choose 
from! Think about yourself in 15 years. What does your future self do?

https://learnmoreindiana.org/cost/can-i-get-help-paying-for-college/


Career

Career skills today
Did you know you can get ready for your  
career right now? There are skills that 
everyone will need in their career. The four 
skills below are important for almost every 
job. On a separate sheet of paper, write 
how you can practice each skill this year.

Learning:  Be open to learning about new  
things every day. You might have a subject 
that is your favorite, but you should pay  
attention during all subjects.

Perseverance:  Try your hardest in  
everything you do, even if it is difficult.  
Remember, you can always ask for help 
from your teacher, counselor or parent.

Communication:  Express yourself  
through your words by talking or writing  
something down. Try to make sure  
other people understand what you mean.

Teamwork:  Work as a part of a group or a 
team to get something done. Being a part of 
a team means respecting your teammates, 
listening to them and working hard.

14 LearnMoreIndiana.org 15

Hot Indiana Careers
When you graduate from college, you will enter the workforce and start your 
career. Here are some careers that are popular in Indiana. Indiana will need 
lots of people to work in these types of jobs (and many more, too!).

Doctor: Do you love
science? You might want to 
be a doctor. Doctors take care  
of people who are hurt or sick. 
Doctors pick an area to focus 
on, like working with kids,  
healing bones or performing  
surgery. Doctors go to college 
for at least 8 years to earn a 
doctoral degree.

Construction Manager: If you’re a
leader who likes buildings, consider construction 
management. Construction managers know  
how to build things. They also know how to  
help employees and keep things on schedule. 
Construction managers go to college for at  
least two years to earn an associate degree.

Accountant: Are numbers
your thing? You might want to 
be an accountant. Accountants 
help companies manage their 
money. They make sure  
companies have money to pay 
for their expenses while still 
making a profit. Accountants  
go to school for four years to 
earn a bachelor’s degree.

Teacher: Do you like helping people?
You might want to be a teacher. Teachers 
help students learn things like math,  
science or art. Some teachers work with 
small kids, some work with teenagers  
and some work with adults. Most teachers 
go to college for at least four years to earn 
a bachelor’s degree.

Mechanic: Are you
interested in how things work? 
Mechanics figure out what is 
wrong with a machine and fix it. 
Mechanics might work on cars, 
trains, airplanes and other kinds 
of machines. Some mechanics 
enter an apprenticeship  
program, and some earn a  
workforce certificate. 

How can I help my child  
prepare and pay for college  
and his or her future career?

Make teachers, counselors and administrators 
partners in helping your child succeed.

Help your child build good study skills and habits.

Ask your child about their aspirations — what  
subjects do they like best? What hobbies do they 
enjoy most? How can these interests and hobbies 
translate into a career?

Talk to your child about your career, whether 
that’s in a job outside the home or as a full-time 
parent, and serve as a positive role model for them.

Start saving now. Consider setting up an Indiana 
CollegeChoice 529 Direct Savings Plan. It’s an  
easy way to invest in your child’s education  
tax-free and hopefully reduce the need to take  
on costly student loans later. Features include tax 
benefits, automatic deposits, gifting and more. 

Visit CollegeChoiceDirect.com to learn more.

Ready to Move  
to the Next Level?
If your employment situation has  
changed or you’re looking to take the 
next step in your career, Indiana can  
help. Visit YourNextStepIN.org to get  
connected with jobs, education and  
training and other supports, including 
the Next Level Jobs Workforce Ready 
Grant, which pays full tuition for  
short-term, high-value certificates in:

• Advanced Manufacturing

• Building and Construction

• Health and Life Sciences

• Information Technology
and Business Services

• Transportation and Logistics

To learn more about  
qualifying programs, visit  
NextLevelJobs.org today.

Parents Corner
Dear Indiana Parents,
Learn More isn’t just for kids. We encourage you to read this magazine with your child 
as a way to talk about college and career readiness. It’s never too early to start thinking 
about your child’s future, including career choices, college options and how to pay for 
it all. And, if you’re thinking about going back to school yourself, now is a great time to 
start researching the many financial aid programs Indiana has to offer adult students.

Sincerely,

Eric Holcomb,
Governor,
State of  
Indiana

Jennifer McCormick,
State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, 
Indiana Department 
of Education

Teresa Lubbers, 
Commissioner, 
Indiana  
Commission for 
Higher Education

Read on to learn more about these opportunities or visit LearnMoreIndiana.org/StateFinancialAid.

Zoey, 3rd Grade
Zoey likes to stay busy! Her hobbies include 
reading, writing, crafting, soccer, volleyball  
and spending time with her pets. The activities 
you are involved in after school are called  
extracurricular activities. They can help you  
develop skills like teamwork and leadership.

https://www.in.gov/che/4498.htm
https://www.collegechoicedirect.com/
https://yournextstepin.org/
http://nextleveljobs.org/
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;; Ivy Tech Community College-Michigan City••••••••••••••••••••B1
zz Ivy Tech Community College-Muncie••••••••••••••••••••••••• D3
xx Ivy Tech Community College-New Castle••••••••••••••••••••••D3
cc Ivy Tech Community College-Noblesville••••••••••••••••••••••C3
vv Ivy Tech Community College-Richmond•••••••••••••••••••••••D3
bb Ivy Tech Community College-Sellersburg••••••••••••••••••••••C5
nn Ivy Tech Community College-South Bend/Elkhart•••••••••••••• C1
mm Ivy Tech Community College-Terre Haute••••••••••••••••••••••A4
,, Ivy Tech Community College-Valparaiso•••••••••••••••••••••• B1
.. Ivy Tech Community College-Warsaw•••••••••••••••••••••••• C1
// Purdue University-Fort Wayne••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••D2
QQ Purdue University Northwest-Hammond Campus•••••••••••••• A1
WW Purdue University Northwest-Westville Campus••••••••••••••••B1
EE Purdue University-West Lafayette••••••••••••••••••••••••••• B3
RR University of Southern Indiana••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••A6
TT Vincennes University••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••A5
YY Vincennes University-Jasper Campus•••••••••••••••••••••••••B6

1 Ancilla College••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• C1
2 Anderson University•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• C3
3 Bethel University•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••C1
4 Butler University••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• C3
5 Calumet College of Saint Joseph•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••A1
6 DePauw University••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••B4
7 Earlham College••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••D3
8 Franklin College••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••C4
9 Goshen College•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••C1
q Grace College•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• C1
w Hanover College••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••D5
e Holy Cross College•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• C1

r Huntington University•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••D2
t Indiana Tech•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••D2
y Indiana Wesleyan University••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••C2
u Manchester University•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••C2
i Marian University •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• C3
o Martin University•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••C3
p Oakland City University••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••A6
a Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology•••••••••••••••••••••••• B4

s Saint Mary's College•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••C1
d Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College•••••••••••••••••••••••••••A4
f Taylor University••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• D3
g Trine University•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• D1
h University of Evansville••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••A6
j University of Indianapolis••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••C4
k University of Notre Dame•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• C1
l University of Saint Francis••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••D2

PUBLIC
INDIANA COLLEGES

PRIVATE
INDIANA COLLEGES*

*non-profit private colleges

County colors represent the Indiana Commission for Higher Education’s Outreach Regions. Learn more about Indiana’s colleges at LearnMoreIndiana.org.

; Valparaiso University••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••B1
z Wabash College•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• B3

Purdue University Global••••••••••••••online at purdueglobal.edu

WGU Indiana•••••••••••••••••••••••••online at indiana.wgu.edu

ONLINE
INDIANA COLLEGES

Note: Some Ivy Tech Community College campuses have multiple locations

LearnMoreIN LearnMoreIndiana LearnMoreINLearnMoreIN
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